Lxainple Consultation Scenario -

A prﬁmary school are concerned about Sam in
year 4. His progress with writing is very slow
and he's getting further behind his peers in

mosi areas. School decide to contaet their link

EP for help. The EP suggests that the first step ‘

should be a consuliation with Sam's parents,

his teacher and the school SENCo.

In the consultation, concefﬁs about Sam are
discussed as well as his strengihs, strategies
that have been used, how well they have
worked and potential future sirategies. Sam’s

parents have the chance to talk about what

Sam enjoys doing and their views on his pro-

gress. The discussion also includes the teach-

er's suggestions on how to help Sam achieve

his iargeis and a date is set for a review meet-

ing next term.
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An EP is due to have a consultation with
my child’s school. Do | have to attend?

You will always have to provide written
consent for your child to be discussed
dumnnmuhﬁanalmowhyauda
not have to ph attend if you do
not want to. , it is really helpful
wmmuﬂmbuﬂdadomrmc-
ture of what is going on for your child. It
also means you are able to have your
say as you know your child best after all.
You may-be able to bring someone with
you if it makes you feel more comforta-
ble.

will a cansultamn lead to any further
assesamenls?

inm,mﬂtmyheagmodhﬂm#
vidualised assessment or work to be
conducted. This will be dependent on
informed if any work is to be carried out
by an EP. Parents are not usually asked
to attend as it can sometimes change a
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What 1s Consuliation?
Consultation involves working together to

try to achieve the most positive outcome
possible with a problem or issue that a

child is experiencing. During a consultation,

‘concerns are identified by school and

parent/carers and action plans with agreed,

achievable steps and goals are developed.

Educational Psychologists (EPs) also con-
tribute to a consultation by using their ex-
perience and knowledge of child develop-

ment, problem-solving, the psychology of

“learning and organisational processes.

A consultation i is a collaborative pmeau
meaning that the opinions and ideas of all

members present are considered and dis- ;

cussed in order to find a positive and

The key things to remember a'bidut :
consultation are:

Mo mdl\ndual in the meetmg has great»«
er power than the other ;

Cansultees (school/parent/carers)
nave the rght to accept or reject sug-
gestions by the consultant (EP)

Varticipation s volaniaiy -

(Gutkin and Curtis, 1982)

| e.g'school shares current concerns and hoped for

| .consultation or review meetung to ‘discuss progress of
' prevnously agreed actions. :

What happens ‘durihg a Consultation?

0 All invited members attend It will typlcally
Iast for an hour

0 A discussion bas:ed on the referral from
school and solution focused queshons

0 Notes and actions will be recorded to form
an action plan. This can be rewewed ina
follow up meetlng

- Plannmg Phase '

~ Usually some form of Plannlng Meetlng between school

and their Ilnk EP<l ’

‘Reflection and Data eoliectien'v

e.g school record current concerns and hoped for
outcomes on Request for EP Involvement form

(‘;oneultatlon Doscussion

outcomes with the EP. This could be during an initial-

This may result in the recording of agreed actions or ¥

a decision for closure. Parents/carers will be able to
have theirsay during the consultation or review

meetlng A
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Actmns Carried out as Agreed

-eg by school staff, EP, parent/carer etc. :

What are the benetits of Consultation?

0 Parents/carers can have their say and

feel listened to

¢ Consultation can help build a positive
- working relationship between home
and school

0 Parents usually respond positively and
- -their participation is promoted

0 All participants’ views are valued in-

cluding the child/young person’s.

How can | prepare for a Consultation?

.0 Taking time to understand the

consultation process. You can talk to
your school's SENCo if you need sup-
port with this.

0 Think about what you want to get out of
the consultation. What would you like to
“happen following the consultation?

- ¢ Your knowledge and experience of your :

child/young person is essential to a con-
sultation. The EP may have sent some
forms out to gather more information. It
is helpful for take time to com-

plete these; it will help the flow of the
meeting and prepares parents. The
“consultation is a chance for you to talk
-more about the _points you have made
on these forms.: 0%




